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will always be stretched out to all who may care to grasp it But behind the hand
will be a body which will not bend to injustice and a mind that will not surrender
on any vital point.
With the struggle before us the time for determining our future constitution is
not yet, For two years or more we have drawn up constitutions and finally
the All Parties Committee put a crown to these efforts by drawing up a scheme of
its own which the Congress adopted for a year. The labour that went to the
making of this scheme was not wasted and India has profited by it. Bui the year
is past and we have to face new circumstances which require action rather than
constitution making. Yet we cannot ignore the problems that beset us and that
will make or mar our struggle and our future constitution. We have to aim at
social adjustment and equilibrium and to overcome the forces of disruption that
have been the bane of India.
I must frankly confess that I am a socialist and a republican and am no believer
in kings and princes or in the order which produces the modern kings of industry,
who have greater power over the lives and fortunes of men than even the kings
of old, and whose methods are as predatory as those of old feudal aristocracy.
I recognise, however, that it may not be possible for a body constituted as is this
National Congress and in the present circumstances of the country to adopt a full
socialistic programme. But we must realise that the philosophy of socialism has
gradually permeated the entire structure of society the world over and almost the
the only point in dispute is the pace and the methods of advance
to its full realisation. India will have to go that way too if she seeks to end her
poverty and inequality though she may evolve her own methods and may adopt the
ideal to the genius of her race.
We have three major problems—the minorities, the Indian States* and labour
and peasantry. I have dealt already with the question of minorities. I shall only
repeat that we must give the fullest assurance by our words and our deeds that their
culture and traditions will be safe.
the indian states.
The Indian States, even for India, are the most curious relics of a by-gone age.
Many of their rulers apparently still believe in the divine right of kings—puppet
kings though they be—and consider the state and all it contains to be their personal
property, which they can squander at will A few of them have a sense of respon-
sibility and have endeavoured to serve their people, but many of them have hardly
any redeeming feature.
It is perhaps unjust to blame them, for they are but the products of a vicious
system and it is the system that will ultimately have to go. One of the rulers has
told us frankly that even in case of war between India and England he will stand
for England and fight his mother country. That is the measure of his patriotism.
It is not surprising then that they claim, and their claim finds acceptance with the
British Government, that they alone can represent their subjects at any conference
and no one even of their subjects may have any say ? The Indian States cannot live
apart from the rest of India and their rulers must, unless they accept their inevitable
limitations, go the way of others who thought like them. And the only people wlio
have a right to determine the future of the Sta es must be the people of those States
including the rulers. This Congress which claims self-determination cannot deny
it to the people of the States. Meanwhile the Congress 5s perfectly willing to confer
witlt such rulers as are prepared to do so and to devise means wherebfr tihe transition
may not be too sudden. But in no event can the people of the States be ignored.
peasantry and labour.
Our third major problem is the biggest of all. For India means the peasantry
and labour and to the extent that we raise them and satisfy their wants will we
succeed in our task. And the measure of the strength of our national movement
will be the measure of their adherence to it We can only gain them to our side
by our espousing their cause which is really the country's cause. The Congress has
often expressed its good-win towards them but beyond that it has not gone. T&e
Congress it is said must hold tie balance fairly between capital and iabcrar ami

